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ABORTION STATISTICS

Number of Reported Abortions per Year (1973-2020)     ——   Guttmacher Institute     —   —  Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

Mortality
Abortion would be the number one 
cause of death if counted. In 2020 
there were more abortions (930,160) 
than deaths due to heart disease 
(696,962) or cancer (602,350) in the 
United States.

Perspective
There are more abortions performed 
every year in America (930,160) 
than combat deaths in all of our 
wars combined from 1775 to 2022 
(656,505). 

Observing a 10-second moment of 
silence for each child killed by
abortion would last 19 years.

Methodology
Using the latest Guttmacher Institute* figures through 2020 and using the 2020 
number to estimate 2021 and 2022 gives us a total of 62,774,250 unborn lives taken 
since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973. This is an estimate of induced surgical and 
medical (RU-486) abortions. The Guttmacher Institute has said the real number of 
abortions is likely higher than reported.

*The pro-abortion Guttmacher institute is considered the more accurate researcher because 
they poll abortion businesses directly. The CDC publishes official numbers from state health 
departments, but some states refuse to report numbers; California stopped reporting in 1998.

ABORTIONS SINCE 1973

62,774,250
abortions were performed 
in the United States since 
Roe v. Wade and Doe v. 
Bolton.

OVERALL TREND

Decreasing
The annual number 
of abortions has been 
steadily decreasing 
since 1990.

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

1,600,000

1,800,000

19
73

19
74

19
75

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

Chart Title

CDC Guttmacher


