
An incomplete abortion is when parts of the fetus or pregnancy tissue remain in the uterus.  
This could lead to serious infection. Hemorrhaging, uterine perforation, and infection are injuries  
that could result in death if untreated.  

If you experience any of these symptoms, seek medical attention immediately:

•	 Prolonged heavy bleeding
•	 Smelly or pus-filled vaginal discharge
•	 Severe pain and cramping that medication does not relieve
•	 Chills and high fever
•	 Still feeling pregnant more than two weeks after the abortion

Abortion  
Procedures

Surgical Abortion: Suction Curettage
•	 Used before 12 weeks.
•	 A small tube is inserted into the uterus and a suction machine removes all uterine contents.  

The procedure typically lasts less than 15 minutes and patients return home the same day.
•	 Fetal demise occurs from the force of the suction.
•	 Common physical side effects include: pain/cramping, and bleeding.
•	 Serious side effects include: uterine perforation, hemorrhage, infection, and incomplete abortion.

Surgical Abortion: Dilation & Evacuation
•	 Used between 12 and 24 weeks.
•	 Before the abortion, the cervix is dilated. The procedure itself typically lasts less than 30 minutes 

and patients return home the same day. Grasping forceps are introduced into the uterus to remove 
parts of the fetus; other instruments are used to remove the placenta and other pregnancy tissue.

•	 Fetal demise occurs from the force of the forceps.
•	 Common physical side effects include: pain/cramping, bleeding. 
•	 Serious side effects include: uterine perforation, hemorrhage, infection, and incomplete abortion.

WARNING: Incomplete Abortion and Dangerous Side Effects

Medical Abortion: Mifepristone & Misoprostol
•	 Used before 10 weeks.
•	 The first drug, mifepristone, blocks the hormone progesterone. The second drug, misoprostol,  

is taken 1-2 days later and causes uterine contractions.
•	 Fetal demise occurs from the breakdown of the uterine lining, or the fetus is expelled by the force 

of contractions.
•	 Common physical side effects: heavy bleeding for an average of two weeks, nausea, vomiting, 

fatigue, fever, and chills.
•	 Serious side effects include: hemorrhage, infection, and incomplete abortion.

First & Second Trimester


