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Did You Know . . .

Spring into Life
reaching new friends to grow the prolife movement

To volunteer at an upcoming expo, complete the online form.
www.grrtl.org/volunteer

The fifth Spring into Life celebration will 
feature a stand-up comedy routine from 
Nicholas De Santo, a prolife comedian 
who defends Christian values.

De Santo was born in Italy but moved to 
London to work for BBC World Service. 
Disenchanted with the globalist media 
agenda, he created conservative 

comedy routines that prompted the 
BBC to force him to resign.

Despite being banned from various 
comedy clubs in London, in 2019, he 
was a finalist at New Act of the Year, 
a prestigious competition for emerging 
comics in the United Kingdom. In 2020, 
the Spectator recommended him as 

one of the best un-woke comics to 
watch. In 2023, his prolife stand-up 
set in London went viral on YouTube, 
garnering more than one million views.

Spring into Life is an inspiring event 
that includes a cash bar, a delicious 
dinner, and an opportunity to mingle 
with new friends.

Spring into Life guests will relish comedian Nicholas De Santo’s edgy comedy and passion for life.

Thursday  •  April 16  •  6:30 PM  •  $40 Per Person
Noto’s Old World Italian Dining  •  6600 - 28th Street SE  •  Grand Rapids

www.grrtl.org/spring

March is expo season and Grand 
Rapids Right to Life will host booths 
at Women’s Expo and at Church 
Ministries Conference.

Booths will feature free educational 
materials, prolife items for sale, and 
fun giveaways. These events offer 
valuable outreach opportunities to 
share the importance of protecting the 
precious gift of human life.

Connecting with Community at Local Expos
There are multiple ways 

to connect with 
Grand Rapids Right to Life.

Like and Follow us on Facebook,
X, and Instagram.

Sign-up for weekly E-News.

Sign-up for text alerts.

Visit our website for up-to-date 
information and events.
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ContributionsPresident’s Ponderings from Laura Alexandria
In memory of: 

Fred Colligan
Sue Colligan

Bill “Duane” Finkler
Lucille Finkler

Mary Knight
Steven & Linda Bronkar

Paul J. Milanowski
Bernard Geerling

Julie Misek & Steve Zelenak

Dr. J. Chris Norman
Sharon Norman

Catherine Rauch
Jon Rauch

Nancy Rauch
Ed & Peg Duba

Patrick Tietema
Sue Hooper

Donald Vander Klok
Janice Vander Klok

Roger Van Koevering
Kenneth Holtvluwer

In honor of: 

Robert E. DeBoer
Judith DeBoer

Become a 2026 member and support the local, prolife efforts 
of Grand Rapids Right to Life. 

www.grrtl.org/membership

Contribute a Wish List Item In Person or Online
www.grrtl.org/wishlist

Funerals are never convenient. In our 
fast-paced, overly-scheduled lives, it 
can become a perceived hardship to 
carve out time to be with a family or 
friend who is grieving.

The compassionate response to death 
is to mourn with those who have lost 
a loved one. Whether at a visitation, 
during a memorial service, or at a 
graveside interment, we take the time 
to show others that they are not alone. 
We honor the lives of those who died. 
We send flowers and cards. We post 
comments on social media. We share 

stories. We listen.

Imagine if we took the time to attend 
funeral services for the four babies who 
are killed by abortion every single day 
in Kent County? There would be no 
reprieve from the overwhelming death 
wrought by the abortion industry.

The precious children who are killed by 
abortion become medical waste, get 
flushed down toilets, are dismembered 
limb by limb, are cut into pieces by a 
sharp knife, are starved to death by 
medication, and in a late-term abortion 
have their brains sucked though a 
catheter.

These tiny babies, fully human at 
conception, are often unknown to 
anyone other than their mother and may 
not be mourned for years. They are not 
eulogized. Monuments are not erected 
in their honor. And yet they lived.

With this reality heavy on our hearts, 
the work to defend the vulnerable 
unborn must continue in the new year 
with renewed passion and dedication.

As the new year begins, consider 
donating a much needed item to help 
Grand Rapids Right to Life in the vital 
work of protecting the precious gift of 
human life. 

•  Forever Stamps

•  Avery 5160 Address Labels

•  Peel-and-Seal Catalog Envelopes 
   Size 6” x 9” 

•  Peel-and-Seal #10 Envelopes

•  Color Card Stock Paper

•  Mini Candy Bars / Chocolates

•  $5 and $10 Meijer Gift Cards 

•  $5 and $10 Staples Gift Cards

•  Bottled Water

•  Items from our Amazon Wish List

Wish List
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The Federal Abortion Battle

While abortion policy now rests with 
the states, the systems that fund and 
normalize abortion remain firmly under 
federal control.

In early 2025, the federal government 
attempted to enforce Medicaid 
restrictions that would cut taxpayer 
funding from many Planned Parenthood 
affiliates. In early December, a federal 
judge issued a preliminary injunction 
blocking the funding restriction.  
Because of that order, Medicaid 
reimbursements to the nation’s largest 
abortion provider continue.

For prolife Americans, this moment is 
painfully familiar. Efforts to separate 
public money from abortion are stalled 
not by voters, but by courts.

Medicaid covers tens of millions of 
Americans. When abortion providers 
remain embedded within that system, 
defunding becomes not only a moral 

Grand Rapids Right to Life

2340 Porter Street SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49519

616-532-2300

info@grrtl.org  •  www.grrtl.org

Calendar of Events
Join Our Team

Hiring a Prolife Ambassador
www.grrtl.org/employment

March for Life Bus Trip
Friday, January 23
Washington, DC

Triumph of the Heart Film Screening
Thursday, February 12, at 7:00 PM

Celebration! Cinema North

Leadership Summit
Saturday, February 28, at 9:00 AM
First Church of God, Stevensville

LEAD Scholarship
Deadline: March 1
www.grrtl.org/lead

Women’s Expo
March 6 - 8

DeVos Place

Church Ministries Conference
March 13 - 14

Calvary Baptist Church

Conference Book Advertising
Deadline: March 15

www.grrtl.org/advertise

High School Oratory Contest
Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 PM

Grand Rapids Right to Life

Spring into Life
Thursday, April 16, at 6:30 PM
Noto’s Old World Italian Dining

Pedals & Petals
Saturday, May 2, at 11:00 AM

Creekside Park

Thursday  •  February 12  •  7:00 PM  •  $10 Per Person
Celebration! Cinema North •  2121 Celebration Dr. NE  •  Grand Rapids 

www.grrtl.org/film

fight but a structural one.

Courts are no longer simply interpreting 
abortion law. They are protecting 
the financial backbone that supports 
abortion providers.

At the same time, another federal battle 
is unfolding: the future of conscience 
protections in medicine.

Legislation has been introduced to 
strengthen protections for medical 
residents who object to participating 
in abortion. Currently, residents may 
opt-out, but many report professional 
pressure tied to evaluations and 
career advancement. The proposed 
reform would reverse that structure by 
requiring opt-in participation so that no 
resident is forced into abortion training 
by default.

Abortion has been returned to the 
states, but the financial and institutional 
architecture surrounding abortion 
remains federal. Courts still decide 
how taxpayer dollars flow. Congress 
still writes the rules that govern national 
health programs. Federal agencies still 
shape the medical workforce.

Abortion may be debated in state 
houses, but the systems that sustain it 
remain national.

Source: Live Action

Grand Rapids Right to Life is 
sponsoring a private screening of the 
film Triumph of the Heart, the true story 
of Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic priest 
who volunteers to join nine men in an 
Auschwitz starvation bunker. With an 
appeal to their shared humanity, he 
forges a brotherhood of hope in the 
darkest place on earth.

Tickets must be purchased in advance 
through the Grand Rapids Right to Life 
office.

Triumph of the Heart Film Screening
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Prolife Hero
Kevin Rahe: Using Knowledge, Wisdom, and Compassion to Defend Life

Kevin Rahe, the Chairman of the Board for Grand Rapids 
Right to Life, has been an active member of the Board of 
Directors for more than 15 years.

During that time, he has assumed leadership roles on 
fundraising committees, has been fervently involved in 
elections, and has supported many educational events.

Kevin is the chair of the Pedals & Petals committee, 
participates in and is co-chair of the Prolife Golf Classic, and 
is a tireless volunteer at expos and educational events.

He is not one to shy away from a cerebral discussion on the 
sanctity of human life. His analytical writings can be read 
in the Grand Rapids Right to Life blog and in the comment 
section on many digital media and social media sites.

Kevin grew up in West Michigan, is married with four children, 
and runs his own software development business. He is 
supported by his lovely wife, Kathleen, who is an equally 
passionate advocate for life.

Kevin continues to have a clear vision and solid direction for 
the future of Grand Rapids Right to Life.


