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Pedals & Petals is a time for fun and
fundraising.

This family-friendly day includes cycling
and walking the park path, enjoying a
free picnic lunch, and gathering with
pro-life friends. For cyclists who want
a challenge, the bike path connects to
the Fred Meijer M-6 Trail.

Pedals & Petals
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Participants who collect donations
can earn a pro-life T-shirt, a baseball
cap, and $10 gift cards to Double JJ
Resort, Lewis Adventure Farm and
Zoo, Whitecaps baseball, Celebration!
Cinema, and Craig’s Cruisers. To make
raising money easy, online fundraising
pages can be created or hard copy
donation forms can be downloaded.

e’ L Al 7”/.’«:5%

riends and families enjoy a great time of fellowship to support and celebrate life.
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a fabulous family fundraiser for all
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Just in time for Mother’s Day, spring
flowers will be for sale at the event or
one day earlier. A Porter Street Petals
pre-sale will take place on Friday, May
1, from 11:00 AM — 3:00 PM in the
Grand Rapids Right to Life parking lot.

Bring family and friends and experience
this 47th annual community event.

Saturday « May 2 < 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Creekside Park ¢ 1035 - 68th Street SE * Grand Rapids

www.grrtl.org/pedals

Pro-Life Golf Classic

Gather a foursome and get ready to
golf with a purpose in the Pro-Life Golf
Classic. This exciting day includes
18 holes of golf, practice balls, a light
breakfast, on-course games, and
lunch. Participants can also play Beat
the Pro against an LPGA golfer.

Help make this event a success by
registering to golf or becoming a
sponsor.

Monday ¢ June 1 « Registration 8:00 AM « Shotgun Start 9:00 AM
Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club + 11401 Newcosta Avenue < Pierson
www.grrtl.org/golf

Did You Know . ..

Volunteers are crucial for events.
Make a difference by ...

attending meetings and helping
to plan an event.

volunteering on the day of an event
to ensure everything runs smoothly.

reaching out to friends and local
businesses for sponsorships.
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President’s Ponderings from Laura Alexandria

Several years ago, a feral Kkitten
appeared on my deck, looked through
the glass door, and begged for food. |
was displeased with the idea of adding
to my clowder, but | couldn’t refuse,
at the very least, giving her some
nutrition.

The bowl of food led to shelter in my
garage on rainy nights. Dropping
temperatures led to a blanket placed
on a chair. Snow led to an open door
to the warm house, where she now
reigns supreme with her own bedroom,
a clean litter, cat food and treats, and

myriad toys scattered everywhere.

The one thing | was not prepared for
was the frequent presents she left for
me. The domestic cat is, after all, a
deadly hunter. On Valentine’s Day, as
| stared at yet another gift that had to
be disposed of, | thought about a cat’s
natural instinct to hunt. A woman’s
decision to kill her unborn child,
however, is not natural. That behavior
must be learned.

The abortion industry has groomed
women to embrace abortion through
vapid slogans such as My Body, My
Choice and Keep Your Rosaries Off
My Ovaries. New York Governor Mario
Cuomo framed the argument that one
can be personally pro-life but politically
pro-abortion. Today, the media defends
abortion under the guise of reproductive
rights and healthcare.

If a woman can be persuaded that
abortion is normal, then we have an
opportunity to clarify that the choice
for life is courageous, hopeful, and
natural.

To volunteer, complete the online form.
www.grrtl.org/volunteer

Spring into Life
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Spring into Life is an evening of
educating, motivating, and growing the
local pro-life movement.

Guests will enjoy a cocktail hour, a
delicious dinner, an update from Grand
Rapids Right to Life, and an edgy,
counter-cultural comedy routine by
Nicholas DeSanto.

In 2023, his pro-life stand-up set went
viral, garnering more than one million
views on YouTube. Today, he defends
conservative and Christian values
as a comedian and a panelist on the
London-based GB News channel.

Thursday « April 16 « 6:30 PM
Noto’s Old World Italian Dining * 6600 - 28th Street SE « Grand Rapids
www.grrtl.org/spring

Contributions
IN MEMORY OF:

Beth Anne, Jacob Michael,
John Allen, and Mary Rose
Roxanne Rader

John Chenard
Sue Hooper

Daniel K. Gerke, Jr.
Darlene Gerke

Donna Sue (Bolthouse) Kaleugh

Roberta (Bobbi) Beerhorst

Mary Ann McAvoy
Allen McAvoy

Linda Neigh

Pamela Hall
Joseph VanDyke

Gary Norder
Terry & Janice Brummel

Barbara Obetts
Deborah Pomarius

Betty Scullion
Mike Scullion

George Sharpe, Sr.
Paul & Patty Korte

Doug Siekman
Bev Siekman

Donald Vander Klok
Janice Vander Klok

Tom VerHage
Carla VerHage

IN HONOR OF:

The Karsten & VanHeest Families

Alice Karsten
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Pro-Life Protections Still in Place

The dangerous cocktail of Proposal 3,
subsequent laws, and judicial actions
have blocked many pro-life laws in
Michigan, including informed consent,
the 24-hour waiting period, and the
doctor-only provision for performing
abortions.

Numerous laws were repealed, such as
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban, abortion
clinic licensing, abortion insurance
opt-out, the humane disposal of fetal
remains, abortion reporting and abortion
complication reporting, the prohibition
of abortion referrals by public school
employees, the ban on commercial
surrogacy, and the law that prioritized
non-abortion providers over abortion
providers for family planning funding.

Despite the dire outlook, some laws
remain to protect moms and babies in
Michigan.

Parental consent for a minor to have

an abortion is in place, as is the Safe
Delivery Act, which allows mothers to
surrender newborns up to 72 hours
old to designated emergency service
providers. Through the Prenatal
Protection Act, it is still a crime to harm
an unborn child through acts of violence
or negligence toward the mother.

Screening for coercive abortion is
mandatory, and coerced abortions are
illegal.

Medical professionals have conscience
protections, the Patient Advocate law is
in effect, and doctor-assisted suicide is
still prohibited.

The Born Alive Infant Protection Act
is in place, as is the Rape Survivor
Child Custody Act, which allows a
rape survivor to terminate the parental
custody of her assailant.

Regarding education, the law that
prohibits teaching abortion as a method
of family planning is in force.

There is still a ban on cloning, fetal
organ trafficking, Medicaid funded
abortions, and removing life-sustaining
treatment from a pregnant woman.

The fight to help mothers and protect
babies includes defending remaining
pro-life laws.

Business and Personal Advertising Supports Life

Each year, businesses, professionals,
and individuals place ads in the Right
to Life of Michigan Conference Book to
show their support for life. Patron ads,
which are single-line name listings, and
display ads are available.

New this year, advertisers can be
featured for one full year on Right to
Life of Michigan’s website.

As an added bonus, print display ads
can be paired with a website listing.

Place an Ad by March 15
www.grrtl.org/advertise

Calendar of Events

Women’s Expo
March 6 - 8
DeVos Place

Church Ministries Conference
March 13 - 14
Calvary Baptist Church

Conference Book Advertising
Deadline: March 15
www.grrtl.org/advertise

Legislative Day
Wednesday, March 18, at 9:30 AM
Lansing Center, Lansing

High School Oratory Contest
Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 PM
Grand Rapids Right to Life

40 Days for Life
Thursday, March 26
GRRTL Prayer Day at Vigil

Senior Pro-Life Essay Contest
Deadline: April 1
www.grrtl.org/senior

Spring into Life
Thursday, April 16, at 6:30 PM
Noto’s Old World Italian Dining

DJ Zarnosky Life Leadership Award
Deadline: May 1
www.grrtl.org/leadership

Porter Street Petals Pre-Sale
Friday, May 1, at 11:00 AM
Grand Rapids Right to Life

Pedals & Petals
Saturday, May 2, at 11:00 AM
Creekside Park

GRAND RAPIDS RIGHT TO LIFE

2340 Porter Street SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49519

616-532-2300

info@grrtl.org ¢ www.grrtl.org
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Students Support Life with Powerful Essays

Three judges tackled the formidable task
of evaluating more than forty entries to
the 11th annual Pro-Life Essay Contest.
Contestants had to write an essay
explaining why they were pro-life.

In the senior contest, Amelia Anderson,
a homeschooled junior, and Tessa
Feldpausch, a junior at Byron Center
High School, won first and second place
respectively.

In a heartfelt essay, Anderson discussed
her large family.

“Whenever my family goes somewhere,
we often hear, ‘Wow, are they all yours?’
My mom responds with a smile, ‘Yes, they
are all mine!” We don’t all look similar,
with different hair and skin colors, and
one of my sisters in a wheelchair. But
there is more to my family than meets
the eye, and God has grown me into the
person | am today because of them.”

¥

Oliver Braspenninx

Two seventh-grade students won the
junior competition. Simeon Boutell from
Sacred Heart Academy placed first and
Oliver Braspenninx, a homeschooled
student, finished in second place.

§ Boutell shared a story about his mother,

who gave birth to him amid difficult
circumstances.

“My birth mother became pregnant at a
very young age of just 13 and had me
at 14 years old. At that time, she wasn’t

| in the best state of mind as she was in

juvenile detention so she could learn
to stay out of trouble ... but somehow

| through all the challenges, she chose to
| give me life ... to let me live ‘my’ story

that God made special for me!”

Each of the winners was given a
monetary prize, and all essays received
were submitted to the National Right to
Life competition.



