
ISSN. 1094-0020 Vol. 54  No. 3

Did You Know . . .

Pro-Life Golf Classic
a hole-in-one for promoting the protection of human life

Purchase a sign at the Grand Rapids Right to Life office.
$15

Baseball legend Hank Aaron stated, “It 
took me seventeen years to get three 
thousand hits in baseball. I did it in one 
afternoon on the golf course.”

Whether one’s golf game resembles 
Hank Aaron, Scottie Scheffler, or falls 
somewhere in between, everyone has 
an opportunity to play the prestigious 

course at Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club and 
to support the local work of Grand 
Rapids Right to Life during the 19th 
annual Pro-Life Golf Classic.

Participants will enjoy a great day of 
fun that includes practice balls, a light 
breakfast, 18 holes of golf, a tasty lunch, 
on-course games, and fellowship with 

other pro-life people. There is even an 
opportunity to test one’s skills against 
an LPGA player.

Mulligans are for sale if golfers need a 
little help with their game.

Sponsorships are a great way to 
promote local businesses.

People of all ages and skill levels enjoy golfing together for a great cause.

Monday  •  June 1  •  $150 Per Person  •  Registration 8:00 AM  •  Shotgun Start 9:00 AM 
Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club  •  11401 Newcosta Avenue  •  Pierson

www.grrtl.org/golf

Promote life this election season with 
a thought-provoking Vote Pro-Life yard 
sign. This is a simple way to remind 
others about the importance of voting 
to protect the most vulnerable humans 
in society.

This beautiful 18” x 24” weather-
resistant sign is full color, double-sided, 
and includes a yard stake.

Vote Pro-Life Signs Highlight the Unborn
A $25 donation helps 

Grand Rapids Right to Life 
place 2,650 online ads to direct 

women facing a crisis pregnancy 
to local pregnancy care centers.

These digital ads have been seen 
more than 1,900,000 times 

in the last year.

This pro-life outreach effort is saving 
lives right here in Grand Rapids.
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ContributionsPresident’s Ponderings from Laura Alexandria
In memory of: 

Amanda Barry
Dan & Ann Krajewski

Jessica DeVries
Ward & Joy DeVries

Daniel K. Gerke, Sr.
Darlene Gerke

Mary Jorgenson
Jeanne Stephens

Walt Muenzenmeyer
Paul & Patty Korte

Linda Neigh
Todd & Ruth DeNooyer

Mary Lou Kolenda
Ron Leahy

Karl Paganelli
Anonymous

Wayne & Mary Baxter
Pat Ek

Scot & Carol Hubbard
Hank & Diane Milanowski

Richard & Karen Rossi
Dorothy Royce

Rick Petersen
Larry & Pat Yavello

Ed Roels
Marlin & Diane Ammerman

Darlene Bolt
Susan Bolt

Phil Erffmeyer
Rick Roels

Pauline Sherry
Mark & Patty Veurink

Mindi Zylstra

Lucy Te Pastte
James & Joyce Te Pastte

Paul Scott Tietema
Sue Hooper

Charles & Jeff Waddell 
Gail Waddell

In honor of: 

Isabel Hollern
Hank & Diane Milanowski

If a loved one passes away, consider requesting that donations 
go to Grand Rapids Right to Life. For memorial envelopes 

ask the funeral director or contact info@grrtl.org.

Auction donations must be received by May 31.
www.grrtl.org/auctiondonate

One of my perverse pleasures is trolling 
Planned Parenthood sites to see what 
they are doing to further their mission 
of death and destruction.

Planned Parenthood now offers gender-
affirming care, vasectomies, and Botox. 
They host self-care experiences, to 
create a space for women of color to 
prioritize their well-being; Feedback 
Open Houses, to  allow supporters to 
share their perspectives on the issues; 
Dance & Care events, to celebrate 
resistance through dance; Restore & 
Rise summits, to move volunteers from 
burnout to belonging; Craft & Care 
gatherings, to stitch and glue while 

talking about reproductive advocacy; 
and Queer Volunteer Nights, to foster 
connection and conversation. They 
are even throwing Community Baby 
Showers to celebrate expectant 
parents.

These events are all smoke and mirrors 
to detract from the fact that Planned 
Parenthood is the nation’s most prolific 
killer of unborn children.

By contrast, Grand Rapids Right to 
Life remains laser-focused on our 
mission to help women and protect 
tiny humans. We incorporate education  
into all community events. Students 
earn scholarships to be actively pro-
life or to defend their pro-life position 
in written or spoken word. Our digital 
ads do not increase our membership 
or help our bottom line. These ads do, 
however, help thousands of women 
find life-affirming assistance with an 
unplanned pregnancy.

Our attention never drifts from working 
within our identified life issues of 
abortion, infanticide, doctor-assisted 
suicide, euthanasia, and embryonic 
stem cell research.

The 28th annual Holiday Auction is 
a fantastic fundraiser that relies on 
hundreds of generous businesses and 
individuals to contribute a wide variety 
of items and services.

Consider donating gift cards, cottage 
vacations, home decor, children’s 
items, specialty crafts, baked goods, 
services, or a unique experience.

Proceeds from the Holiday Auction 
help with pro-life events, education, 
and student scholarships.

Help Grow the Holiday Auction
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Planned Parenthood’s “Killer” Year

Planned Parenthood’s 2024-2025 
annual report exposed yet another 
record year for the abortion giant, which 
exceeded its previous record for the 
highest number of abortions in a year.

Abortions increased 8% from 402,230 
to 434,450.

Based on their past claims and 
Guttmacher Institute estimates, 
Planned Parenthood is responsible for 
42% of all chemical abortions in the 
United States.

Although adoption referrals increased 
by more than 41%, for every adoption 
referral, Planned Parenthood performed 
more than 143 abortions, proving 
that women do not get pregnancy or 
parenting counseling but rather a sales 
pitch for abortion.

Grand Rapids Right to Life

2340 Porter Street SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49519

616-532-2300

info@grrtl.org  •  www.grrtl.org

Calendar of Events
Porter Street Petals Pre-Sale

Friday, May 1, at 11:00 AM
Grand Rapids Right to Life

Pedals & Petals
Saturday, May 2, at 11:00 AM

Creekside Park

Donate to the Holiday Auction
Deadline: May 31

www.grrtl.org/auctiondonate

Pro-Life Golf Classic
Monday, June 1, at 9:00 AM

Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club, Pierson

Car Hop Coin Drop
Thursday, July 16, at 10:00 AM

Grand Rapids Right to Life

Primary Election Day
Tuesday, August 4

Vote Pro-Life

Focus on Life Benefit Dinner
Monday, September 28, at 6:30 PM

DeVos Place Ballrooms

Holiday Auction
September 28 - October 5
Online and Phone Bidding

Election Day
Tuesday, November 3

Vote Pro-Life

Host a Coins for Kids Drive
Funds Support Moms & Babies

www.grrtl.org/coins

Stand for Life
T-shirts, Pins, Stickers, Signs

www.grrtl.org/store

It’s Time to Live It
www.grrtl.org/liveit

Last fiscal year, the abortion giant 
performed 36,800 fewer cancer 
screenings, 28,800 fewer breast 
screenings, and 4,300 fewer pap tests.

Although prenatal care services have 
started to increase, that is possibly a 
result of trying to remain relevant in 
abortion-restrictive states. Prenatal 
services have still declined by 75% 
since its high in 2010.

The organization ended the year with 
$3,110,000,000 in net assets.

As Planned Parenthood continues 
to shut brick-and-mortar facilities, 
it increasingly relies on telehealth, 
including the mailing of abortion pills. 
In 2025, patients booked more than 
62,000 appointments through Virtual 
Health Centers, a 31% increase from 
the previous year.

In summary, Planned Parenthood 
commits over 57 abortions for every 
one prenatal care service and kills 
over 143 preborn babies for every one 
adoption referral.

Planned Parenthood rakes in nearly 
$2,280,000 daily from taxpayers while 
killing 1,190 preborn human beings 
daily -- nearly 50 per hour -- and one 
every 73 seconds.

Everyone must be a part of the 
movement to protect the precious gift 
of human life. Connect with Grand 
Rapids Right to Life to learn how to be 
boldly pro-life.

Sign up for the E-mail List to receive a 
weekly update on all that is happening 
to foster respect for human life in the 
Grand Rapids community.

Sign up for the Text List to receive 
an occasional message with special 
announcements and reminders.

Stay Informed Via E-mail and Text
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Pro-Life Heroes
Students Receive Scholarships to Attend the March for Life

Three students received a scholarship to help pay for their bus trip from Michigan to Washington, 
DC, for the 53rd annual March for Life. The theme for this year’s march was Life is a Gift; 
emphasizing what lies at the heart of the pro-life movement -- an unshakable conviction that 
life is very good and worthy of protection, no matter the circumstances. The goal of the national 
March for Life is to change hearts and minds so that abortion is unthinkable.

To receive a scholarship, students had to complete an application form and write a short essay 
on how they will use the March for Life experience in their daily life.

Ariadne Smith (top), a junior at West Catholic High School, expressed how her past participation 
in the March for Life has had a big influence on her. “Throughout my daily life, I often end up 
conversing with individuals who support abortion. The March for Life is a powerful reminder that 
we are not alone in the battle for the lives of the unborn, and it has helped give me strength to 
continue this fight.”

Brady Kurlenda (middle), a senior at West Catholic High School, reflected on how attending 
the March for Life will motivate him in local efforts. “Whether through church, volunteer work, or 
local advocacy, the March would encourage me to take a more active stance against abortion 
at home in Grand Rapids.”

Kateri Boutell (bottom), a freshman at Sacred Heart Academy, stated her intent to promote the 
idea that “motherhood is the most amazing gift that any woman can experience. I want to start 
a fire in our community with young individuals to help them understand more about the pro-life 
movement and what a difference we can make together.”


