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A Cautionary Tale
the threat of assisted suicide in Michigan

Monday  •  September 28  •  6:30 PM  •  $125 Per Person
DeVos Place Ballrooms  •  303 Monroe Avenue NW  •  Grand Rapids

www.grrtl.org/dinner

In November 2023, Michigan Senate 
Democrats proposed Physician 
Assisted Suicide Bills. Although these 
bills were not presented for a vote, they 
would have allowed medical providers 
to assist their patients with committing 
suicide by prescribing lethal drugs.

Not to be deterred, in April 2026, 

Michigan House Democrats introduced 
“Death with Dignity” bills that would 
allow doctors to prescribe life-ending 
medication to terminally ill patients.

Amid the threat of assisted suicide in 
Michigan, Grand Rapids Right to Life 
is hosting a townhall gathering that will 
feature Lisa K. Gigliotti, J.D., bioethics 

law professor and disability advocate; 
Genevieve Marnon, legislative director 
and senior policy advisor for Right 
to Life of Michigan; and Dr. Kristin 
Collier, associate professor of Internal 
Medicine at the University of Michigan. 
Hear from experts about the growing 
concerns for vulnerable communities 
in Michigan.

Experts Lisa K. Gigliotti, Genevieve Marnon, and Dr. Kristin Collier will unpack the realities of physician-assisted suicide in Michigan.

Tuesday  •  November 10  •  7:00 PM  •  Free   
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel  •  4747 - 28th Street SE  •  Grand Rapids

Submit an RSVP at www.grrtl.org/cautionary.

Creative professional Ryan Bomberger 
will headline this year’s Focus on Life 
Benefit Dinner. Bomberger has been 
denounced by the ACLU, Planned 
Parenthood, and the NAACP … so, 
he must be doing something right. As 
a defender of truth and life, he loves 
creating culture-shifting content that 
is fearless, factual, and freeing. This 
will be an insightful evening filled with 
hope.

Pro-Life Factivist to Speak at Fall Gala Host a 
Coins for Kids Drive

Quarters, dimes, nickels, and
pennies can help moms and babies.

In 2025, Coins for Kids allowed 
Grand Rapids Right to Life 
to donate almost $8,000 to 

local pregnancy care centers.

Host a coin drive at 
your church or school.
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Request Free Resources to Help Change Perspectives
www.grrtl.org/resources

Walking downtown one evening, a man 
pulled his car to a screeching halt and 
yelled, “Hey! It’s The Pro-Life Lady!” 
I cautiously looked around only to 
discover that he was talking to me. This 
impromptu exclamation led to a short 
but happy discussion.

Months later, I visited a pop-up location 
where political candidate signs were 
being distributed. As I started to leave 
with my signs, a woman said, “I know 
you. You’re The Pro-Life Lady!” She 
knew where I lived and had seen pro-
life signs in my yard. We then engaged 
in a conversation about the need to 
protect vulnerable life.

While at an outdoor event with a 
friend, a man walked by our table and 
proclaimed, “Look who’s here. The 
Pro-Life Lady!” I smiled, and we talked 
about the upcoming primary election 
and the candidates who stood for life.

My friend commented on how cool 
it was to be known as “The Pro-Life 
Lady.” Her perspective helped to 
change mine. I had initially wondered 
why people didn’t know my name or, 
more importantly, the organization for 
which I worked. Then it hit me that to 
be known for a pro-life conviction was 
quite a compliment.

A change in perspective is the core 
of our work at Grand Rapids Right to 
Life.

Women today know that a child in the 
womb is a human being. They are 
fully aware that abortion stops the 
development of a living person. Our 
goal is to change their perspective. We 
want to help them see that a baby is not 
a problem but a possibility, to turn their 
uncertainty into confidence, and to shift 
their thought of abortion into a choice 
for life.

Grand Rapids Right to Life offers 
opportunities for students to be boldly 
pro-life and to earn monetary prizes. 
 
By writing a pro-life thesis, middle 
school and high school students can 
compete in the Pro-life Essay Contest. 
The deadline to enter is November 1. 
 
Five students can earn a scholarship to 
be applied to a bus trip to the March for 
Life in Washington, DC. The deadline 
to apply is December 1. 
 
Prize money is given to the top three 
students who prepare and deliver a 
speech at the High School Oratory 

Funding Future Heroes
Contest. Registration due by March 1. 
 
Three high school students are eligible 
for a scholarship to attend the LEAD 
Summer Program in Spring Arbor. The 
deadline to apply is March 1. 

One student will receive the Senior 
Pro-Life Essay Scholarship based on 
written reflections on how being pro-
life will influence their future goals. The 
deadline to submit an entry is April 1.
 
One high school senior, who has 
exhibited outstanding leadership, will 
earn the DJ Zarnosky Life Leadership 
Award. The deadline to apply is May 1. 
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Some Beliefs are Bad For Babies

When heading to the polls on Election 
Day, it is important to know where 
candidates stand on the life issues.

Hillary Scholten, Democrat candidate 
for U.S. House District 3, is endorsed 
by Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
and has a 100% pro-abortion voting 
record.

In 2025, Scholten voted against 
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors 
Protection Act. She also voted against 
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which 
cut Medicaid funding to abortion 
providers for one year, and against the 
Lower Health Care Premiums for All 
Americans Act, which banned abortion 
coverage in certain health plans.

In 2024, Scholten voted against the 
Pregnant Students’ Rights Act, which 
required colleges to inform pregnant 
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Calendar of Events
RLM Annual Conference

Thursday, September 24, at 9:00 AM
Comstock Inn, Owosso

40 Days for Life “365”
Thursday, September 24

GRRTL Prayer Day at Vigil

Focus on Life Benefit Dinner
Monday, September 28, at 6:30 PM

DeVos Place Ballrooms

Holiday Auction
September 28 - October 5
Online and Phone Bidding

Life Chain
Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 PM

44th Street, Grand Rapids

Fire Up for Fall
Tuesday, October 13, at 12:00 NN
Railside Golf Club, Byron Center

40 Days for Life “365”
Thursday, October 22

GRRTL Prayer Day at Vigil

Pro-Life Essay Contest
Deadline: November 1

www.grrtl.org/students/essay

Election Day
Tuesday, November 3

Vote Pro-Life

A Cautionary Tale
Tuesday, November 10, at 7:00 PM

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel

Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, December 1
www.grrtl.org/donate

students of available resources 
to ensure no woman felt forced to 
choose between motherhood and her 
education. She also voted against the 
Supporting Pregnant and Parenting 
Women and Families Act, which funded 
pregnancy care centers.

Abdul El-Sayed, Democrat candidate for 
U.S. Senate, euphemistically states as 
one of his priorities that “the government 
cannot and should not interfere with the 
right to pursue healthcare choices.” He 
affirms that he will “fight to codify the 
rights once protected by Roe v. Wade 
into federal law.”

Jocelyn Benson, Democrat candidate 
for governor, has been declared a 
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Champion by Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund. Referring to the right to 
abortion in Michigan’s constitution, 
Benson wrote that “Michigan citizens 
may have enshrined these rights into 
law, but rights are only as strong as 
the leaders responsible for upholding 
them. The next governor and legislature 
will determine whether Michigan 
strengthens protections and access to 
[abortion] care.”

Discover Right to Life of Michigan PAC-Endorsed Candidates
www.rtl.org/elections

Click, Bid, and Enjoy the Holiday Auction
Finding the perfect holiday gift can 
be stressful, but this online auction 
makes it easy and meaningful. An 
exceptional selection of curated items 
is sure to fulfill everyone’s Christmas 
wishes. Bid on vacation get-aways, 
exciting entertainment, delicious treats, 
adorable baby items, attractive gift 
baskets, merchandise gift cards, and 
so much more. There is something for 
everyone. Do not wait for the holiday 
rush. Find one-of-a-kind gifts while 
supporting a local pro-life organization.

28th Annual Holiday Auction
Monday, September 28, at 9:00 PM - Monday, October 5, at 9:00 PM

Register and bid online at www.grrtl.org.
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Pro-Life Heroes
LEAD Scholarship Winners

Three students received a $250 scholarship to attend the 
LEAD Summer Program; Kateri Boutell, a freshman at Sacred 
Heart Academy; Elijah Ellison, a homeschooled freshman; 
and Gianna Boutell, a senior at Sacred Heart Academy. 

LEAD is a week-long camp training high school students 
how to apply Biblical and moral principles in their own life 
and the world around them. 

Scholarship candidates were required to submit an  
application that listed involvement with Grand Rapids Right 
to Life and included their thoughts on important leadership 
skills.

When asked to explain why the LEAD Summer Program 
was of interest, Kateri explained, “It will be good to meet new 
people who also have a passion to talk about the pro-life 
movement.” Gianna wrote, “The pro-life movement always 
needs more leaders to defend the unborn babies.”

Reflecting on the core elements to be taught during camp, 
Elijah discussed the importance of learning communication 
skills, which are “essential to teamwork and can assist in 
thinking critically about [a] topic.”

All three students had the opportunity to attend camp during 
July at Spring Arbor University in Spring Arbor, Michigan.


